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Up until just recently the only blood testing that was being done at 
the Reception Genter, was being done by us of the County Health Department. 
We tested just those men who were being contracted to work in the Imperial 
Countye We found that 15 or 16 per cent were testing positively. As you 
may know in recent times the U.S. Public Health Service has taken over the 
testing on a wider basis and I believe that they are finding between 10 
and 12 per cent positive on the average. There is a doctor out there now 
working full time on the sexwkinties serological project. 

You ask if we hame very many deaths in this county among our bracrose 
I would say that we average about a dozen per yeary Most of them being 
deaths from accidentse I have to review all the death certificates, of 
course, and sign them in my capacity as County Health Officer and every 
once in a while there is one that is filled in a warkiextarty bit sketchily 
and in those cases I fire it right back to the certifying doctor and ask 
for more information. 

Although this isn't directly related to your question, you may be 
interested in the problems that we have with birth certificates, We have 
had considerable traffic in this county in fraudulent birth certificates. 
There was a doctor here who was selling his signature at $100 per certificate, 
and a lot of illegal aliens were using this method to prove that they were 
UeS. citizens. I was really made when I found out about this and I really 
whopped that doctor, he has stppped that practice now you can bet. We have 
the policy now, where every birth certificate that I get with a Mexican 
name on it and every birth certificate in the county also passes through my 
hands, I turn over to the Border Patrol routinely for investigation of 


authenticity. Fortunately, since we have less trouble now with wetbacks 


the Border Patrol is able to spare more time to help us out in this way. 
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You ask about the impact of the Bracero Program on our local population. 
Well, it causes very little displacement and out-migration, if that is what 
you mean. We have changed our crop structure in Imperial County in recent 
years, so that we now have about ten months growing activity out of the 
year. It used to be that the domestics would have to migrate-out during 
the summer and early fall in order to make ends meet, but few of them are 
doing this now, because there is practically year round work for them. 

The reason that we have braceros is simply that there are not enought domes-= 
tics to do the work that has to be done. 

Do we have Spanish speaking personnel here in the local health depart~ 
mete ment. Well, at our V.D. clinic we have a Spanish speaking receptionist. 
We do not at the present time have any Spanish speaking nurses or sani- 
tarians, or physicians; it is not that we haven't tried to get them, don't 
misunderstand me, but in the first place there wre very few sufficiently 
trained people and in the second place we aren't able to offer them enough 
to keep them here and they go off to places like Les Angeles where the 
salary scale is better. 

Is it true what they say about Red Harrigan? Well, I'll tell you, I 
have always gotten along very well with Red. There are many times when we 
have had to work together on such things as our Blood testing program and 
follow-up; and I have never had any trouble with him. I have always been 
completely above board and never tried to go behind his back or anything 
like that--and he apparently respects me for it. When Rad gets the idea 
that somebody has tried to put something over on him, he can be roughgf'11 
tell you that they used to practically rum the compliance officer out of 
the county, some poor joker who didn't know how to handle Red. They got 
it down so that he was only coming into the county two or three times a year 


and even then just for appearances sake. The man who really runs the Bracero 


Program, in fact the man who runs all farm labor in the county is Red Harrigan. 


He is a true labor czar. Don't get me wrong, when he wants to be he can be 


the most charming man you'll ever hope to meet, but if he takes a disliking 


to you he'll tell you to go to hell to your face, 


